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WAROONA–YARLOOP BUSHFIRES — DR KEN MICHAEL 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm]: I rise to inform the house that Dr Ken Michael 
has completed his role as state recovery controller, coordinating the recovery from the January 2016 Yarloop–
Harvey–Waroona bushfire. I thank Dr Michael for his work in this challenging role. Given the extensive scale of 
the bushfire and its consequences, Dr Michael’s expertise and efforts were remarkable. After the fire, 
Western Power, Main Roads Western Australia and the Water Corporation made extraordinary efforts to quickly 
restore essential services. The Department for Child Protection and Family Support addressed the immediate 
welfare and accommodation needs of local residents. 

Dr Michael was appointed the state recovery controller and, with agreement of the Shires of Harvey and 
Waroona, led the clean-up. He was assisted by a team from the Departments of the Premier and Cabinet, 
Planning, and Parks and Wildlife. Much has been achieved since Dr Michael’s appointment. The town of 
Yarloop was fully opened to the public on 12 August 2016. To date, approximately 60 000 tonnes of waste has 
been removed and over 200 properties have been cleaned up. Residents are now able to return and rebuild. 
Whilst undertaking the removal of fire-damaged material in Yarloop, evidence of historic environmental 
contamination, including asbestos and heavy metals, was also discovered in some areas. Most of the work has 
been completed within nine months, which is within the original six-to-nine-month time frame. The estimated 
cost to date of demolition, waste removal and site remediation alone is approximately $15 million, in addition to 
$26 million spent by Western Power, $1.5 million by Water Corp and $2.7 million by Main Roads. 

I thank the Shires of Harvey and Waroona for their assistance to Dr Michael’s team and to the communities 
affected by the fire. I also thank the Shire of Mundaring for releasing staff experienced in managing the 2014 
Parkerville bushfire to provide essential project management services. The Department of Education provided 
valuable assistance by allowing the Yarloop Primary School to be used as a site office located close to the works. 

The recovery process is now transitioning to the Shires of Harvey and Waroona, with the Shire of Harvey 
taking responsibility for further investigation and development of options for the future of Yarloop. The 
government has committed in principle to contributing to the cost of construction of a new community centre 
in Yarloop to serve as a cornerstone for the town, and has invited the shire to prepare a proposal for 
government’s consideration. In addition, the Yarloop Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade is working with the Shire 
of Harvey and the Department of Fire and Emergency Services regarding a suitable replacement facility for 
the one destroyed in the fire. 

Lastly, I would like to recognise the resilience and community spirit shown by the people of Yarloop and 
surrounding areas during this trying time and the many people who assisted in the recovery process. I take this 
opportunity to table a copy of Dr Michael’s report, “Report of the State Recovery Controller”, which is available 
on the news.wa.gov.au website. 

[See paper 4784.] 
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